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* A meeting com principally of Western Mem-
bers of the Legislature was held in the Capitol, on
the evening of lst January, iost., to take into con-
sideration the various propositions to amend the
n.

Gogzﬁ::an of Mr. Byxox, of Rutherford, GEORGE
F. Daviosoy, Esq., of Iredell, was called to the
Chair; and A. H. CavpweL, of Rowan, and A. G.
Foster, of Davidson, appointed Secrctaries.
Resolved, that the only proper
Republican mode of amending or altering the Con-
stitution, is by the People themselves in Convention
assembled. . .

" "On motion of Mr. Erwix, of Buncombe, it was
Resolred, that a Committee of ten be ?ppomted to
prepare an ADDRESS t0 the people of North Caroli-
na; and that said Committee submit it to an ~d-
journed meoting to be called by the Chairman.

ADDRESS.

A Meeting, composed principa™y of Western
members of the Legislature, without distiction of
Party, was held in the Capitol on the Evening of the
lst.of January instant, to consider what measures
were necessary to be adopted to secure to ti.e Peo-

Constitution 0 as fully to answer the great ends for
which it was orizinaily established; and to main-
tain that equality of rights which lies at the founda-
tion of all free and popular Governments.

It is & remarkablc feature in the history of our
State, that the Free People of the State never have
had a voice in the formation of that instrument by
which alone their lives, their fortuncs, and their per-
sonal liberty is protected. The first Constitution
was formed at 1Talifax, 18th December, 1776, imme-
diately after we had thrown off the DBritish yoke,
when our ancestors were not fully alive to the inter-
ests of the people—but still retained a reverence for
British usages; where property was always wmore
respected, and had more political weight than‘lhc
rights of the people. The Delegates to that Con-
vention, in consequence of that natural deference to
their ancient customs, were eiccted only by Free-
holders and Houscholders ; and that Convention
made the Constitution so formed, the Organic Law
of the State. The pecople who formed neither of
theso classes, and who constituted & much larger
mass of the population of the State, had no voice In
the election of Delegates; and the Constitution was
not submitted to them for their approval or rejec-
tion.

At tho time this Constitution was formed, all the
Counties in the State except eight, lay East cf Ra-
leigh, which has been regarded as the dividing line
between the Eastern and Western portions of the
State. By its provisiolls, each County, without re-
gard to its wealth or population, was entitled togend
one Senator and two memoers to the House of Com-
mons; and the Towns of Wilmington, Newbern and
Halifax, to which was added, in 1788, Eayettevilie
in the East; and Hillsboro' and Salisbury, in the
West; each one member in the House of Commons.
Under this Constitution we lived, suffering griev-
ances the memory of which has not yet left us, con-
stantly struggling to amend it, until 1835—when the
Legislature, in the plenitude of its mercy, granted
to the people of the State the privilege to say wheth-
er they should amend the Constitution 1n some few
points. The Delegates to that Convention were re-
quired to be sworn not to transcend the limite pre-
scribed to them by the Legislature, itself but the
servant of the people. o

The result of their labors was th2 Constitution
under which we now live. By it, the number of
members in the Senateis fixed at fifty; and in the
House of Commons at one hundred and twenty.

and the remainder are elected by the Counties in
proportion to their Federal population :—that is, to
all whites are added three out of every five slaves;
and the sum total constitutes the Federal Popula-
tion. In the Senate, the Counties elect Senators in
proportion to the taxes paid into the Public Treasu-
ry without regard to the sources whence those tax--
es originated, whether from the permancnt wealth
of the country, or from those taxes imposed to re-
strain the vices of the community.

The clause prohibiting any one from voting for
Senator unless he was the owner in fee of fifty acres
of land, contained in the Constitu‘ion of 1776, was
still retained. To this clause in our Constitution
public attention has been directed for the last two
years; and its anti-Republican and uristocratic
character severely denounced as a remnant of the
Feudal times, when the people were mere serfs or
servants of the Landholders.

In consequence of the denmunciation of one par-
ticular feature in our Constitution, public attention
has been directed to its other provisions.
ple, in 1835, when called upon to decide upon the
amendments submitted to them, only had to decide
between the old and new; and they naturally pre-
ferred the latter, as it gave, in ons branch, more po-
litical weight to the mass of the people of the State.
It was the first instance when they were regarded
at all by their own State Constitution.

ent to the laws of the land, they raised no clamora

sgainst them, until they were called upon to look |
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into their charter of liberty, and see that it contain- | carcfully than the East; and in guarding their own,

i they will guard and protect that of their Eastern

ed one feature wholly repugnant to Republican
equality. In this opinion we all concur. 1t is right
and proper that ths people who are governed, shouid
elect those who govern them; and directly at war
with that sacred principle contained in the Decla-

equal,” to exclude from this valued privilege any
freeman because of his not being a landholder.
Equally oppese to this principle is the rule by
which political power is measured by the basis of
resentation in the Senate. To place it in its most
favorable light, the Senate represents property, and
not persons—money, not men—matter, not mind.
Bat its odiousness does not stop here. You are all
familiar with the subjects of taxation, and these
taxes are represented—not you, the people.
white males between the ages of 21 and 45 are sub-
ect to a poll tax; and all slaves, male and female,
. between the ages of 12 and 50 are subject to the
like tax: So that three-fifths of the negroes are
represented in the House of Commons, and all the
.negrocs between the ages above designated, are rep-
resented in the Senate; but your wives and children
have no political rights. Pedlars, Billiard Tables,
Bowling Alleys, Circus Riders, Playing Cards, Re-
tailers of Spirituous Liquors, Brokers, Merchants,
‘Watches and Carriages are all taxed. They have
their Senators in the State Legislature. But your
wives and your daughters; your old men who have
_ - served their country; your young men who are ris-
ing up to be its ho_po and ijts stay; and your poor
men upon whom misfortune has laid its heavy hand ;
. hqo no one there to plead their cause and protect
~ their rights. Is this Liberty ?—1Is this Freedom ?—
Is this Bepublican equaly ?
_ Your Bill of Rights says “That all political power
is vested in and derived from the peopls only.” Is
power in the Senate of North Carolina derived from
the people only ?" - Let it not be.sid that taxation
and representation go hand in hand. That princi-
ple has no application here. It is 'trne that our an-

%+ cestors fought the battles of the Revolution upon
-~ the principle that they were not to be taxed br;r a
.- body'in which they were notrepresented. But who

+_ represented? certainly the people—those who paid
* the taxes—not the taxes themselves. Our .n?m.
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They claimed, ‘and ju.st!y too, that
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bundred. Ts this justice? Is this Liberty
war break out—let civil
lives are exposed for the
W ho are sent forth to fight the battles of your coun-
# The five hundred go forth to fight the battles
of your country; to vindicate its honor; to main-
tain its glory; leaving their wives and little ones to
struggle on in poverty and indigence :—while the
ten stay at home, enjoy their wealth, and boast of
the honor aud glory of their country, the bravery,
the freedom, and equality of its citizens. Save us
from such freedom—save us from such equality?
It is ne freedom—it is no equality. It is downright
tyranny—tyranny in its most odious form. The
few grinding into the dust the many, under the iron
heel of power—power under the pretence of being
derived frrm “the people only.”
Under the opcration of this principle, there are

| som. startling facts. According te the ccnsus of

1840, and the apportionment of Senators made un-
der the provision of the Constitution by the Legis-
lature of 1842, seventecn Western Scnators repre-
sent a inajority of the white inhabitants’ ol North
Carolina. At the apportionment which will be made

| in 1852, a still greater discrepancy w.ll be found to
| exist. The improvements which have heretofore
' been made, and are still in progress in North Careo-

lina, tend to & great increase of the value of proper-
ty and of the subjects of taxation in Eastern

Je of North Carolina the right toamend their State | Carolina. The Wilmington Rail Road, to which the

State has contributed so much, has added greatly to

| the value of property of every description near it,
' and the amount of taxes is proportionably in-
| creased. The Raleigh and Gaston Road; the Cape
i Fear improvements, the appropriations to Neuse

rivay to Tar river, to the Weldon Railroad, all have
the same tendency.  And the immense money, there-
fore expended heretofore in North Carolina, will
have the cffect directly, under the present Constitu-
tion, for the next twenty years, to cause us in the
West, where ave have the majority of the free white
people of the State, to have in the Sevate only Tur-
teex Mexszes; while the minority of the white peo-
ple will have TarTy-sevex Meumpses !

We do not desire to be understood as oppesing in
the least a proper system of Internal Improvements;
nor as making any complaints against what has
heretofore been done by our Legislature. Nor are
we to be regarded as taking ground against the pro-
per protection of property.
to see the day come in North Carolina when a sys-

tem of Agrarianism would be pre-eminent; when
| our people woull be less observant of law; less re- |
| gardful of right. The true theory of free Govern-

ment is the proper protection of its citizens in the

enjoyment of life, liberty and property. The right |

of property is a right attached to the person of &
citizen, and he is to be protected in its enjoyment.
Taxes are uniform; and he who possesses a little is
as deeply interested in its enjoyment as one posscss-
_ing a greater share; and equally,—nay, moreé oppos-
ed to the imposition of high taxes.

Property has no rights independent of persons.
You can give it no rights, nor privileges, nor immu-
nities which affect it alone. It is matter, and cannot
feel nor enjoy rights, but in consequence of its pos-
session, you may give its owner political power and
privileges. If, then, you protect citizens in the en-
joyment of property, is not the possessor of hun-
dreds equally entitled to protection as the owner of
thousands? Ts his enjoymenttheless? Do you meas-
ure enjoyment by the quantity enjoyed ? Suppose you
take from therich man his thousauds—itisouly Lisall.
If you take from the poor man his hundreds—it is &is
alltoo. Which will cling to hisall with the more per-
tinacity ? Which will surround it w'th more guards;
use it more sparingly ; and more carcfully provide
that it shall not be consumed by profuse and lavish
expenditures of Government? It is notorious that
the poor complain most of high taxes, and it is nat-
It dimin-

amount taken away is less, and cvery poor man
hopes and expects to improve his condition, and one
day to become rich. Hence it is in Western North
(arolina we are more interested in the preservation
of slave property; because, although we may have
fewer slaves, we have more #lure orrners; and, of
course, a greater number of persons to watch over
any aggressions upon it. The same is true of land.
We have niore land owners, and owners of every
ether species of property; and fewer of that class
of persons who have nothing to enjoy, and nothing
to protect or defend, but their rights of person,

To connect together the people of the State in one
common bond of interest, it is only necessary that
they should possess the same kind of property, and
that taxes should be direct and uniform. Indirect
taxes are seldom representatives of the wealth of
the community where they are collected. The
amount of public revenue collected in the City of
New York is no sure test of the wealth of that city.
And many of our taxes are indirect, and furnish no
index of the wealth of the Counties in which they
are paid. i

It is idle, then, to say vou must give more politi-
cal weight to the rich than the poor—the owner of
thousands than the owner of hundreds. A thousand
owners of any particular species of property will
afford it wmuch more effectual protection than one
owner of the same amount and species,,under any

If the West has less capital, fewer slaves, and
land less valuable; they will guard their little more

brethren. We are one people, and God grant that
the time may come when we may feel that we are

| not common enemies, but that our interests are the

ration of Independence, ““that ail men are free and j| samc.

The struggle that has heretofore existed has
not resulted in the public good.

_Many of our citizens are greatly opposed to the
eiection of Judges by the Legislature, as is required
by the Constitution. It cannot be disguised that
our own Legislature hag, in many instances, been
the scenc of intrigues entirely at war with our
ideas of the purity of the bench; and in which it
was shown that neither character, nor qualifications,
were made the tests for fitness for office, but simply
party services. Legislatures are small bodies; usa-
ally elected upon political party grounds; and that,
too frequently at the sacrifice of the best interests
of the people.

Under these circumstances many believe that the
people would be the safest depositories of this pow-
er. The opportunity and facility for corruption and
intrigue would not exist, and the pcople, in acting,
would not be influenced by the fear of denunciation
or punishment of party men. The system has been
tried in many States of the Union, and found to op-
erate so well that it is much to be doubted whether
it will not, in time, be adopted in all.

Others, too, think that they ought to hold office
for a limited period. There is no other officer
known to our laws, but who is limited to a short pe-
riod, after which his power is laid down at the foot
of those from whom he received it; and in deter-
mining whether they will again place him in power,
they pass upon the manner in which his dutiez have
been discharged. Many of these offices are of the
highest character and importance, and equally re-
quiring in the incumbent purity and integrity of
character, No evils have resulted from giving the
slection of these officers to the people; and certain-
Iy no corruption of the people, nor of the officer,
has been the consequence. And it certainly is not
a question of much difficulty whether we should be
cursed with®a bad Judge during his life, if, in de-
spite of all precautions, one should unfortunately be
elected. In no other instancc is such a curse in-
flicted. Can any other be greater?

The_presgnt mode of appointing Jus‘ices of the
Peace is universally admitted to be worse thana
farce. A certain evening is set apart for the pur-

; and the members from the different counties
and in the names of those they desire appointed;
and they are read at the Clerk’s table. Nobody

hears the names, or cares to hear them. It isun- |

derstood to be the season for sport,—and is one of
those customs of our Legislature long known and

ised and never dep: from. They are fre-
quently selected by the members of the i :
for the influence which each can exert at home in

those appointed are wholly uhfit for

::.mepa,l'ﬁc:;hr neighborhood. And itis well known |

commotion_arjse,—whose |
rotection of this property ¥ |

| mittee of the Whole.

We should be pained | _
i change; their relations towards onc another, and to-

| of the Senate.

.of the duties entrusted to [
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of the probate of wills; of granting Jetters of ad-
ministration ; they appoint guardians, and control
the settlement of their accounts,'sad of the settle-
ment of all estates, There are many other impor-
tant duties they perform—they are in fact, the great
conservators og the peace of socicty, and upou the
proper and efficient performance of their duties, de-
pends in a great measure, the social order, morality,
peace and prosperity of every community. Surely,
men upon whose qualifications for office, and proper
conduct, so much depends, should be selected with
great care. There is no amendment to the Consti-
tution more imperiously demanded, bywthe public
good than this. If they tax the peopic, ought not
the people to elect them? This is a.question for
them to decide when in Convention assembled.

It is made & question, too, by many, whether the
clection of Secretary of State, Comptroller and
Treasurer, ought not to be given to the people; and
all other officers now elected by the Legislature, of
a general character, when other duties conncect them
with the whole State. .

It has been proposed, too, to provide for the clec-
tion of a Licutenant Governor to preside in the Sen-
ate, and who shall assume the office of Chief Ma-

| gistrate of the State upon the death of the incum-

bent. We all remember the long struggle to elect
a*Presiding Officer in the Senate, six years ago, and
again two years ago, when that body was equally
divided. A Lieutenant Governor would have re-
moved that diflicalty. )

The rules of the Scnate require that the Presid-
ing Officer of that body shall not vote upon ques-
tions pending before it, except in case of a tie, and
when his vote may make & tie. And he is not per-
mitted to speak, except when the Iouse is in Com-
One Senatorial District 18
therefore necessarily almost wholl disfranchised.
The impropriety of this State of things will readily
occur to all. ) .

Many other complaints exist against tho present
Constitution. Many other improvements could be
pointed out, more consistent with the progress of the
age. The science of government is Progressive as
every other science. The people improve; their
means of knowledge increase ; their circumstances

wards citizens of their sister States aiter.  Dur sister
Ktates everywhere around us are taking ad_vanlagc
of this age of improvement to improve their forms
of government, adopted when the rights of the peo-
ple were comparatively little known. Is our conati-
tution alone to receive no improvement from the spir-
it that is abroad? Is North Carolina alone to stand
still? Is she alone to continue bound in those shack-
les which have kept her limbs so long fettered in the
bands of steel?  Or shall she arise, like a strong man
in his might, and demand that she shall be free?

To you the appeal is made. What will you do?

We disclaim all desire to dictate to you, or cven
to suggest the alterations which should be made in
the Constitution. [t is not a part of our Legislative
duty. We have merely directed our attention to
those defects which exist in it. Tt is your province,
when in Convention assembled, to corfect these de-
fects, and in the manner which you may conceive
will best subserve the great purposes for which Gov-
ernments were instituted. The position which we
assume, and which has governed our course in our
action upon the various propositions to amend the
Constitution, which have been before the Legisla-
ture, is—

THAT THE ONLY PROPE: REPUBLICAN MODE OF
ANESDING OR ALTERING THE CONSTITUTION IS BY THE
PeorLE THEMSELVES IX CONVENTION ASSEMBLED.

Upon that PLatrorx we will stand; and, il we
fall, it will be in advocating THE RIGITS OF THE
PEOPLE.

If you sanction the principle that the Legislature
is to amend the Constitution—that it is to be the

Joot-ball of cvery demagogue who desires to win

popular favor—if it is to be mingled with the cor-

| rupting influences of party—if it is to be mixed up

with the business of legislation, and to be influenced
by the bartering process &o frecly resorted to now-a-

| days, determining the fate of a measure here or a
It is prostrate in |

measure there—its fte is sealed.
the dust, to be trampled upon by those who under-
stand not its provisions, and care not for its protec-
tion.

selves. This has been fully proved by the progress

of “ Free Suffrage” through the present General |

Assembly.

Early in the session, a Bill was introduced into
the House of Commons to amend the Constitution
50 as to allow nom-freeholders to vote for members
It was discussed at great length in
that body, and a vote was taken, aad it was rejecfed

| —three-fifths of the members of the House not vot-

ing for it.
Its friends sct to work to reviveit. It wasrecon-
sidered, according to a rule of the House; and by

! the usc of those means so readily presented in a Leg-

islative body, having power to bestow office and re-
wards. When the House was again called upon to
vote, everything was arranged, and it passcdand was
sent to the Senate.  And when that body came to
examine into this deliberate, well-considered act of
the House of Commons, to change the fundamental
law of the State, it turned out that it was Free Suf-
frage indeed ; for it gave to all frecinen over 21 years
of age the right to vote, for Senators, whether they

were black or white, and whether they had paid tax |
Tt allowed, in the opinion of many, inso!l- |

or not !
vent fres negroes to vote for members of the Senate!

The same scene was enacted over again in that
body. The bill was rejected. Again its friends taxed
their wits to revive it; and the intrigne was cunning-

| 1y contrived by which it was finally jorced through

that body. Its friends in the House of Commons af-

| fected to regard it as atian end ; and to become indig-

nant ; and a bill was introduced, and pressed through
with hot haste, providing that the people should hold
an clection and declare through the ballot-box wheth-
er they desired a Convention. This was done to in-
timidate Eastern Senators who svere opposed to let-
ting the people say whether they desired a Conven-
tion or not. It had its effect. Some Senators were
frightened at the prospect that the people might
meet in Convention and obtain their rights. They
changed their votes, and Free Suffrage passed. Upon
the floor of the Senate, some Senators avowed that
they were opposed to it—that they thought it an in-
fraction of the compromises of the Constitution—but
that they would vote for it svlely to keep down a Con-

vention. Other Senators avowed their determination

to vote for a Convention, unless Free Suilrage pass-
ed. Free Suffrage did pass, and all its friends unit-
ed to vote against & bill which only asked the poor
boon for the people that they might tell the Legisla-
ture, through the ballot-b¥x, that they desired a Con-
vention to be called to take into consideration all
the grievances under which they labor, and redress
them in the manner which they alone have the right
to determine.

The issue then, has been fairly presented: Free
Suffrage, or a Fres Convéntion,unrestricted by any-
thing but the Will of the People.

We have chosen to support a Frze CoNVENTION.
We opposed Free Suffrage, not because we thought
the people ought not to have it,but because we did not
like the manner of getting it. We can never sanc-
tion the propriety of amendments to the Constita-
tion by Legislative enactments, It is true, the con-
stitution points out tha! as one of the modes of a-
mending the constitution ; but it is wrong, and never
can accomplish the object intended by it. Let us
see how it is to be carried into effect. A bill is to
be introduced into one Legislature, proposing an al-
teration of the Constitution. If it receives the sup-
port of three-fiths of both Houses of the Legisla-
tare, it is to be published, in such manner as the
Logislature may prescrive, for the information of the

ple ; and is then to be submitted in the next Leg-
islature. They have to pass it again through both
bodies by a vote of two-thirds of both Houses; and
it is then submitted to the people:who may ratify
or reject it, by voting directly upon” tit at the ballot-

. = g : :

is it not perfectly obvious that, by thismode,
f'wty—m r, “of twothirds of the
_ &;-Mru_ atorst will represent s
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It becomes the toy, the sport—the prey of |
those wholly incapable of the task assumed to them- |

The mi- |
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er way can “power be derived from the people
only.” Free Suffrage has, itis true, pa the pres-
ent Legislature ; but none but Freeholders yet vote
for Senators. 'This right, which you are told is an
inalienable personal right, and which you are des
graded by not being permitted to exercise, is not yet
obtained ; and we venture to predict you never will
obtain it by Legislative action. It is deceptive, and
intended to be deceptive. Many persons who voted
for it, avowed their determination to go home and
clectioneer against it. They voted for it tokill a
Convention, and congratulated themselves that they
bad killed both.

Bat if youdo get it, it will only be after four more
years of agitation. t
to be made with the same difficulty. A generation
may pass away, before even ore amendment may be

made to the Constitution, though demanded by two- |

thirds of the voters of your State, and of the most
vital importance to their best interests.

Suppose there are not two-thirds of both Houses |

of the next General Assembly in favor of Free Suf-
frace—in what situation will you be? The whole
battle is to be fonght over again. You begin where
you first started. You will not be as near the at-
tainment of your wishes as you are now.
an illustration of that principle contained in the first
section of our Bill of Rights—* That all political
power is vested in and derived from the people
only #” The Legislature is only the creature of the

people ; and that mode of amending the consitution |

recognises the right of that creature to dole out to
them such amendments as may suit their pleasure.
It puis it in the power of seventeen Senators, repre-
senting one-fifth of the population of the State, to

hold down, under the most grinding tyranny and | turned with the following resolutions, which were |

oppression, the other four-fifths, and to taunt them
with the insulting cry of Dorr Rebellion. They say

we have the power to govern you; we will exercise |

that power; and you have no mecans of redress ex-

cept by rebellion.  Every principle of Free Govern- |

ment is outraged by such & course ; every principle
of our nature revolts at it.

The mode of reforming the constitution which we
advoeate avoids all these objections. There is no
possibility of mixing it up wich the political intri-
gues of the day. Demagogues have nv opportunity
of scizing upon some one principle, and riding upon

it as a hobby into power. There is no improper and |

uanatural agitation of the popular mind. When a
Convention is authorised, by law, the peoplearesen-

sible of the importance of the task they have to per- |
form, and fully alive to the responsibility which |

rests upon them. They select as their Deiegates not

phere of party corruption; but men distinguished
for purity, for wisdom, for integrity, for prudence,
for moderation—men who have passed the age when
they are misled by the allurements of ambition;
and who may desire to sccure for their descendants
a free, stable and conservative Government. Their
deliberations are conducted with cooluess and dig-
nity.

Let such a body assemble in North Carolina, and
take into consideration the whole Constitution. Let
their wisdom determine wihether any alterations
ghould be made, and if any, what they are. Let
these alterations then be submitted to the people,
and let them declare, at the ballot-box, whether they
approve of the result of their labore—whether they
prefer the old Coastitution or the new. There need
be no turmoil—no excitement.

g0 important a subject. Within twelve months eve-
rything may be done, and if a change is made, the
Government will be moving on  harmoniously in its

new sphere of action—every grievance remedied— |

every canse of complaint taken away—and that

which has been the bane of North Carolina, crippling |

all her efforts to better her condition—retarding all
her improvements—Eastern and Western jealousy,
buried forever.

We beg our Eastern brethren not to suppose we
desire to encroach upon their rights. Nota Wes-
tern man harbors such a thought. Has the West

! ever been unjust towards the Fast?—can oae in-
stance be pointed out in the history of our State, |
where the West was not true to the East ? where |
she failed to meel her Eastern brethren in the spirit | A s ; 2
of brotherly kindness and affection ?—with that spir- | chair and appointing W. M. Crenshaw Scerctary.
it which should subsist between meinbers of the |
| same great family ¥

e ¢ persist argi 1at ot ection |
Then why persist in charging that-our objection | autherized and requested to appoint twelve delegates |
' to represent the Democracy of this District in the |
Democratic Conventicn to be held in Raleigh, on |
' Monday of May Court next, to nominate candid «tes | P
| for the Legislature,

in seeking to obtain a Convention is an attempt to

deprive the East of any one of her just rights? We |
| solemniy avow it to be our belief that every cause

of complaint that either has against the other, can

| be easily, readily removed by a Convention ; that ail

differences will be adjnsted” fairly and wisely ; and
that we will then form one brotherhood, united in

| fecling, and interest, and speedily assume that proud

stand amongst eur sister States to which our re-

| sources and the character of our people so eminent- |

ly entitle our noble OUld State.

If this onte object can be chiained, we shall have |

done more for North Carolina than a quarter of a
century of legislation under our present system can
accomplish.

The mode of altering the Constitution by Conven- |

tion iz much the most ecconomical. The time alrea-
dy consmined by the Legislature in the agitation and

disenssion of this one proposed amendment, has - ost |

the State more than the whole cxpenses of the Con-
vention of 1835.
discuss it ; and, even if we then fail, the whole cost
will have been incurred.  Another amendment may
be proposed, and the same expense incurred. So
that the mere discussion of each proposed amend-

ment by Legislative enactment, would cost more than |
a Conrention which would scttle the whole at once |

and forever.

Entertaining these views, we have opposed, in the
present Legislature, the attempt to take the initiato-
ry step toincorporate Free Suffrage in our Constita-
tion by Legislative action.

our Institutions. We believe you cannot obtain Free
Suffrage in the manner proposed ; and, if weare mis-
taken in that, we are sure you cannot obtain it with-
out years of agitation and turmoil. We believe that
one nmendment in this mode will cost the State more
than a Convention which would redress every griev-
ance. We believe that a Convention can be called—

that, when called, it will be filled with the wisdom |

and prudence and moderation of our State ; and that
they can and will adjust alFthose matters about which
the public mind is beginning to be agitated, to the
entire satisfaction of all parties of the State; soas to
gecure vvery one in the enjoyment of all his rights
of person and of property. This is the object of all
Free Governments. We desird nothing more, and
are sure the people do not.

Studious efforts have beeii. made by a portion of
the public Press to mismgreaent our views, and to
attribute to us motives which we never entertained.
This is a stratagem frequently resorted to, to ward
off the force of truth. We are charged with having
party designs; and this is charged as a party move-
ment. The charge is not true. It is above party.
Our object is to keep our Constitution out of the
baneful influences of party polities ; to elevate it a-
bove all other questions ; and to induce action upon
it by the wise men of the land. We are the advo-
cates of the right of the people to form their own
organic law.

We haro an abiding confidence in the honesty and
integrity of the people of North Carolina. We have
stood up as the advocates of their rights. Their good
alone has governed us in our actions. We appeal
then TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WHOLE STATE
OF NORTH CAROLINA, to free themselves from
the shackles of party ; to look at this as a question
which may affect them and their prosperity, for all
time to come; and to decide it as becomes Norra
CaroLINIANS—as becomes FREEMEN,

Jonx Gray Brwow,
Cavvix J,. Wess,
Jesse B. Sroax,
N. W. Wooorx,
% B. Lasz, .

- J. M. A. Draxs,
Jesse Tro

And every other amendment is |

Is this |

i Chair of North Carolina.

Everything will be |
conducted with that calinness and dignity becoming |

Another Legislature will have to |

We believe the mode is |
anti-Republican, and contrary to the free spirit of |

" Jomx A Gib
D. F. CatbweLL,
Canviy HD Wueey, |
PETER ADANS,
Ruryus BARRINGER,
J. W. Scorr,
Joux SumxrocH,
Avrrep G. Fosrza,
Jas. M. Leacs,

A. B. McMirLay,
Davip W, SiLer,
Jdonx Haves,

J. H. Havcarox,
Axcus R. Kswuy,
Z. Russeny,
SaxveL FLeMMING,
H. T. Faruer,

T. R. CarpweLr,

Davidson,
Ashe.
Macon.
Caldwell.
Chatham.
Moore and
Montgomery.
Yancy.
Henderson,

on the 30th day

: Do jum
Blue Ihnnel,"in lmeu

T. G. Wavrox, } Burke.

DEMOCRATIC MEETING IN ROLESVILLE.

mocrats of Uross Roads District was held in Roles-

ville on Saturday the 22d of April. On motion, Jas. |
M. Terrell was called to the chair and William P. |
| Mattresses (with two covers to each)

Arendell appointed Secretary.
The Chsirman explained the object of the meeting

to be the appointment of delegates to the County |

Convention to nowminate Democratic candidates to
represent Wake County in the next State Legisla-
ture.

On motion the Chairman appuinted a committee
of five to prepare resolutions expressive of the sense

of the meeting, consisting of Juo. M. Fleming, Bur- |
| well Temple, James C. Leigh, W. D. Scarburough,
. and Fenner Young.

After retiring for a short time the committee re-

read separately and adopted :

Resolved, That we behold with great satisfaction
the united front presented by the Democracy of our
District.

Resolved, That we heartily concur in the declara-

| tion of principles adopted by our Jate State Conven-
| tion, and in the nomination of that gallant son of

Democracy, Thomas Bragg, for the Gubernatorial |
With such a standard- |

bearer planted upon the platform of our political
faith we know no such word as fail,
Resolred,

cering campaign,
Resolred, That the Chairman of the meeting ap-

Raleigh on the 3d Monday of May, for the purpose

of nominating Democratic candidates to represent yniptaaliiede e
' Wake County in the next State Legislature of North | © i b m ey

Carolina.
Under the 4th resolution the Chairman appointed

the following delegates to the County Convention, |
viz: Allen Freemen, lsham Young, William P. Ar- | _, : - : :
| = et e 2 = : h ds, rd 1o length, width, weight end texturs
endell, Jno. M. Fleming, Elias Wyatt, Kearney Up- | g e e, ek ke gl o e

church, Fenner Young, W. D. Scarborough, Thos. |

J. Terrell, James Wiggins, Jas. S. Mooring, Jas. C.

Mitchell and Solomon Walker.

A spirit of union and harmony was recommend-
ed to the Democracy of our County and State in the
ensuing campaign.

Ordered that the proceedings of this meeting be |

gent to the Editor of the North Carolina Standard | . o S k - ; %
for publication, with the request that other rs | Will, thercfore, be made, not for & Speciiic DUNLLET or -
I 3 C i hat ot e | tily of any art-cle, but u;.if;; for such nommber er r.r:.am-_lty of

favorable to our cause do copy the same.

On motion of Jno. M. Fieming the thanks of the |
meeting were tendered to the Chairman and Secre- |

ary.

On motion the Chairman was added to the list of
delegates, the Secretary having been previously ap-
pointed by the Chairman.

OUan motion the meeting adjourned 2ine die.

JAMES M. TERRELL, Ciir'a.

Wieriax P. Axexpsin, Sec'y.

DEMOCRATIC MEETING IN FORESTVILLE.
_ On Wednesday, the 26th ult., a Democratic meet-
ing convened in the village of Forestville and was
organized by ealling Michael Thompson Esq. to the

The object of the meeting having been exjlaiaed,

i enx motion of D). Jas. B. Dunn

Kesolved, That the Chair i i ! 3
ed, That the Chairman of this merting be | them, in Fm‘;:n' time and of proper guality, the Chiefl of the

On motion of Dr. James B. Dynn the Chairman

resolutions for the sction of the meeting. After re-
tiring for a few minutes the Committee, through its

lutions, which were unanimously adopted :
Whereos, we, a portion of the Democracy of Wake

leigh, on the 8d Monday in May next, for the pur-
pese of nominating candidates for the Legislature,
Tlerefore Resulred, That having entire confiaence
in the patriotism, wisdom and discretion of th:at Con-
vention, we pledge our undivided and unanimous
support to the nominees, whoever they may be.

Hesolred, That we strictly adhere to the platiorm |
| adopted by our State and National Conventions, and |
Jook upon our principles 28 the oniy boud that |

binds this glorious Union together.
Resolred, That we are opposed to the distribution

Of the procceds of the sales of the public llﬂd."s, be- ! bidders will if his or the'r bid be lt't‘!ph‘d enter inlo s

s ! ohligatio ithin & day ith vd and sofficient st

tory of all proceeds arising from them, and where it | e furnieh the Supplice Jaoposeh,  The burest

may be generally distributed for the benefit of ail.
Resolved, That the nomination of the Democratic |

State Convention which met in the city of Raleigh, |

lieving the public treasury to be the proper deposi-

on the 19th inst. magts our most hearty approbation,
and that we will extend to thie nominee sur most

{ cordial support

Resolved, That we cordially extend to our Govern-

Resolved, That in Frankiin Pierce we recognise the

has conducted the affairs of the Government meets
our hearty approbation, and that under his adminis-
tration the country is bound to prosper.

Resolved, That we hail with trinmph the course
pursued by Senator Douglas in the passage of the
Nebraska and Kansas bill, and admire and esteem

the firm and independent position which he has |
maintained, believing that Congress has no right to |

interfere with our domestic institutions.

Resolved, That in W. W. Holden we recognise the
bold and undaunted champion of Democratic prin-
ciples, and that the wide circulation of his excellent
paper, the Raleigh Standard, would greatly contrib-
ute to the success of the principles of the great De-
mocratic party in our beloved State,

Resolved, That we request the candidates for our
suffrages to avoid treating to intoxicating drinks dar-
ing the campaign. !

According to the first resolution the following del-
egates were duly appointed: P. A. Dunn, E. Gill,
Geo. P. Allen, A. H. Hicks, Dr. Jas. B. Dunn, Ish-
am Holden, Calvin Holden, 8. H. Dunn, J. P. Rob-
ertson, Dr. W. Heartsfield, J. R. Duan, G. C. Smith.

P. A. Dunn moved theChairman and Secretary be
added to the list. .

On mction of J. R. Dunn it was ordered that the

gmceed_ings of this meeting be forwarded to the | o'

tandard and the Metropolitan for publication.
On motion the meeting adj
MICHAEL

OMPSON, Chm'n.
W. M. Ceessaaw, Se’'y. coly

“Uscer,” said a young man, who
his guardian him rather seldom
et-money, and felt a-little hesitation on

's head still on the

| Blue cotton and wool cloth trowsers

| tured, 27 inches wide inside of list, which st must e,
| ezch edge of not less than 12 white woollen threads, woten

| yards; the warp must be cotton pure in
! dved, and the rgl

| articles affered and the sampie and contract, receatiaj oo
| that fall belone them ; end their ailention ts cleo pirtces s
) ethe | dirwted to the annced joint resdution, in additws o™
able and fearless expounder of Democratic princi- |
ples, and the firm and decided manner in which he |

~that |
‘make a request on his rélative's generosity, “is the |

iDg matorinly o
[ this I d“‘:"."'hemn.
said Javy-yards, ¢ > during the figy,

on wm;vgu{ m‘;'y next, and eud.:c:é
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Barnsley sheeting frocks

| Canvass duck trowsers ........
! Barnsley sheeting in the piece
| Canvas duck, in the piece

According to previous notice a meeting of the De- |

Blue cloth caps -
(_'Ilf‘tkin T R el W e e SO !;lllr; s "
Kip-skin shoes, high cut ged
Woallen stockin

Do socks, No.land @ ....coevvnnnnnnn.... dn

Indiz nankin
Rlankets : .
Black silk handkerchiefs . ....coaeeieiaaaan, . o, 16 60
Do do yards f.'m

5w
The cotton and wool cloth must be American u :.n;f::;

-t or

in the whole length of the piece; must we'gh not loss thy

91¢ ounces yard, to contain in mchd;.ien- about <3

. % 20 blue, vop.
ling wool pure indigo blue, wooldyg
The irewsers must be made of material as thus deser {\-:;1 )

The blue cloth of whch the ﬁa and round jackes I-r.d
trowsers are to be mode must Americen n anufacined
made of clean wool, pure indigo died ;and died in the weg

The flannel must be all wool, American manuficiured

| wool-dved, pure indigo blue, and twilled ; must be in pieces
i of 50 yards in length, 27 inches wide, wighing § u._-.;“.““',r

yard, with = list on each edge of 4 white woollen threggy
woven in the whole length of the piece. To be pucked jy

| bales of 10 pieces, the picces to be rolled seperately y ik,

cloth boards. Each bale to contsin 59 yards and 155
ILs. flannel. -
The over and under-shirts and drawers and jumpers mpsg
be made of flannel as thns described.
The Barnsley sheeting must be free of cotion, 50 indie

| in width, and sbout 45 vurds in each piece.
I'hat this mecting wonld most respect- |
fully solicit our Democratic candidates not to trest |
with intoxicating spirits during the ensuing election- |

The canves duck mast be free of cotlon, 80 inchesin
width, and dbout 36 vards in the piece. '

The shoes to be stamped with the conireetcr’s name
number of shoe, and year when made; the sizes to be iy (e
following proportion for each 6 pairs, unless otherwice or.

| dered, viz.: 8 of No. 5, 12 of No. 6, 12 of No. 7,12 «f Xo g
: s e BE 1 8 of No. 9, 4 of No. 16, 4 of No. 11 in
point twenty delegates to represent this District in | 1 rorn e ke ‘
) . elect & ) ' the County Convention to be held in the city of
hot-brained politicians trained in the pointed atmos-

They are to confrm jn
all respects to 1he samples at the yards, and to be delivered
in good sirong boxes, 60 pairs in each. The naine of (b,

| contractor, copfents, and the vear when mnede, marked oy

esch box. The calf:kin and the kip-skin shoes to be pack.

The woollen socks must be woven or knit—Xo. 1 1o weigh
not less than 1,658 prains; No. 2 to weigh not loss thag
1,208 grains, and if knit to be ribbed.

The mattresses must wiegh 10 pounds, incinding ticking.

The naukn must be of ihe best Inda nackin, us per ""ml't‘

The blanke{s must weifh 3 pounis cech, and be 38 by 73
inches in 8'ze, texture 4 by 6 10 % inch. i

The black silk handkerchiefs must be 311§ by 317 inch,

Leigh, Burwell Temple, Jas. R. Temple, Sidney Hes- | and weigh 1 oz. and 12 gr. Troy; texture, 14 by 23 o L m,

ter, W. J. Baker, Jno. Wall, Jno. L. Terrell, Calvin |

A schedule of the two & zes fur each 100 pieces of made-up
clothing, and for all clothing materials, will be fuend with
the semples at the respective navy-vards; and all the abore
articles, including the necessary buttons, rings, &c, sretg

| be fully egual in the quality, texture, and finish of materia],

patiern and workmanship, to said samples.
The nuinber or guautity which will be required of esch of
the foregeing articles cannot be precisely stuted ; it is even
ss'ble that of sume mope may be required. A cuntruct

each as ihe service may require fo be delivered st thes
navy-vards respectively.” The price must be uniformotall
the slationa,

A1l the shove ariicles must be sabject to such inepectioa
at the pluce of delivers ar the chiel of this buresn msy -

{ rect; and no ariizie will be received that is not fully equl
| to the sample 1:!‘(’]:‘.6(;?’“, both in material snd workmue-
| ¢hip, and which

ocs not copform in all otler Tespecisto
the stipulations and provisions of the contract {0 be made.
The whole must be delivered at the risk and expense o

| the contractor, in good, tight, substantial, and dry packing
! boxes or bales; cech box snd bale to be marked with the
! econiractor’s name, and the year and month when msnufsr

tured or put up; the wholeto be in good shipping erder,

i free of sll charges to the United States, and 1o the enlire
{ saiisfaction of the inspeeiing cfficers, said officers to bes-
| printed by the Navy Depariment.

The oficrs must distinguish the prices fur cach arficle

i montioned, and must be culculated (o cover every expense
| attendinz the fulfilment of the contract, including iLesr
| cessary meisl and navy butions.

In case of failtre on the part of the coniraciora to furniss
and deliver the several articles which may be ordercd frum

Burean of Provisions and Clothing shall be authorieed 1o
purchase or direct purchases to be made of whet may bere-
guired to supply the deficiency, under the pepalty tv bee-
resced in the coniract; the record of a requisition, ws
duplicate copy theresf, at the Bureeu of Provisions snd

i Clothing, or st either of ihe pary yerds aforeanid, shall be
: s - . X7 - A i evidence that such reguisition has been made and received
appointed & Committee, consisting of W. M. Cren- |
shaw, Dr. J. B. Ilunn and James A. Hicks, to draft | v
! and tem per cenfum will be withheld frem the mm ant of
. all payments on account thereof as collateral securits, ard
i 3 . | not in‘any event to be paid until it is in all respects oo
chairman, reported the following preamble and reso- |

Two or more spproved sureties in a sum cqual o the e~
timated amount of the respective contracts will be required,

I]"!‘d_ with; and ninefy jer centum of the amount «fall &
iveries mude will be paid by the navy agent within thiir

| days after triplicate b.l's, duly sutiecticeated, shall beve

. b - | m
County, being desirous to be reprexented in the Con- | i

vention of Democrats to be held in the city of Ra- |

to him.

Bidders whose proposals are accepied (and nome atheri
will be forthwith notified, and as early =s practiceble s e
tract will be transmitted 1o them fur execution, which ce
tract must be returned to the buresn within five doys &

| clusive of the time required for the regular transmscn d

the mail. : "
A record, or duplicate of the letter informing » biddrd

| the accepiance of his proposal, will be deemed » putifier
| tion thereof, within the mezning of the act of 145, wais

bid will be made and sccepted in conformity wiik ks
derstanding.

Every offer made must be sccompanicd (as direcied 3
the eet of Congress making appropritions for the 1w

| service for 1846-'47, spproved luth Angust, 154%) by s ¥

ten guarantee, signed by one or moure respoenshle persst
to the cffect that he or they undertake thut the bddro

ties, to furnish the supplies proposgd. The buresu will ot
be obl'gated to consider any proporsl unless  soo n'Iﬂ:‘
by the gusrantee niricd by law; the competencyd 12
guaraniee to be certified by the navy agent. d sirict stiene?
or some ufficer of the general government kuown to hebs
resu, .
Blank formas of proposcis may be obizined on aypia™
to the navy aym':af.:t }‘orf.rmoa{’z, New Hampehire, Dors.
New York, Vhiladelphia, Daliimore, Weshiagton, Mgss

Sa i . . . y . Pensaeola, hin b 7
or, David S. Reid, our sincere and lasting gratitude | T

for the able and eflicient manner in which he has |
conducted the affairs of the State, and also for his |
. firm and zea ous devotion to Democratic principles.

The attention of bidders 1a calied to the 35:::‘--{(3 I-'.l;:‘:'
o PO

cription af artic’es required, az, in the inspeciis Jo7 750,
tion, a just but rigid onnparison will be wade bewes

o

of the 19th Angust, 1546. )
Ertract from rge:f& of Congrese, od” Avguet 10, S50
“8ec. 8. Asd iz it further enacted, That from and -
the passage of this act, every proposal for naval =7
invited by the Secretary of the Navy, under the Frite
the genersl appropriaticn bill for the navy, spprovee =% -
third, eghteea bundred aud fortyihree, shall bo oot
ni ¥ & writien guarsutee, sigued by one or o¥
sible to the effect lhltf;:uribt‘_"' undertske b J:
bidder or bidders will, if his or their bid be scep'™% 7
into an cSligation, in such time as may be prcqr.b-“:;
the Secretary of the Nary, with good and n:ﬁngﬂ‘ e
ties, to furnish the supplies pro . No proposs ‘“ s
considered unless sccompanied by sach guarssiee. © o
the acceptance of a proposal and a noufication thet e
the bidder or bidders, be or they shsll fail 1o ente” ™
obligation within the time eribed by the "“"1‘5:;
Nary, with good and safficient sureties for fr=C0
H & .\'at_\' hhn.“ F"!L-L
) jgr $ar-"
reons e

ing the said supplics; and 1

be lﬁg,ml confained in the p
antied and the amount for which he may bave &%
for furnishing the said ies, for thrdwl!::‘; P*:; bl
P . 1O w u w sad iaars o
I-m,ur their gnnnmorpa- guarantors; and ‘Mm.n;
be immed:ately recovered by the United States, &7 75,

J liptrlmc"m, in an action of debt ag®




